
 The Spirit unites, the devil divides. In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve listened to the 

divisive serpent and then knew shame, suspicion, and envy. They were guilty of the grave sin of 

pride and lost their innocence … tainted forevermore by original sin. While casting them out of 

the Garden of Eden, God did not take away the grace that united them as husband and wife.  

From the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female. For this reason a man 

shall leave his father and mother [and be joined to his wife], and the two shall become 

one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 

together, no human being must separate (Mk 10:6-9). 

We all need God’s grace to uphold our promises, to make lasting covenants, and to forgive one 

another when we fail. “Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth” (Ps 104:30). 

 Pride rears its head again in a valley in the land of Shinar. “Come, let us build ourselves a 

city and a tower with its top in the sky, and so make a name for ourselves” (Gn 11:4). They 

indeed made a name for themselves, forevermore known as those who babble in confused 

tongues. And “the Lord scattered them all over the earth” (11:9).  

 We need not look to ancient history. In every generation, man forgets that God is the 

Creator of heaven and earth. Composed of body and soul, we are made in the image and likeness 

of God. God already has a plan for us to reach the lofty heights of heaven. We do not need to 

build towers. God calls us to a life of humility not of pride, a life of service not of selfishness, a 

life of sacrifice and not one of comfort.  

We are most at peace when we recognize our relationship to God and try to know Him, to 

love Him, and to serve Him in this world, and to be happy with Him forever in the next. Amidst 

the many confusing tongues we hear, it is most important to search for God and to listen for His 

voice leading us to the truth … leading us to heaven.  “Our lives are not about us; they are about 

the King. We are built for obedience. In the presence of the awesome lordliness of God, we bow, 

we listen, we surrender” (Bp Robert Barron). Obey is not a four-letter word. To obey is to listen 

intently to God and follow the direction he provides for us. “Lord, send out your Spirit, and 

renew the face of the earth.” 

 In 1958, the College of Cardinals met for four days at the Vatican in late October to elect 

a new pope after the death of Pope Pius XII. On the 11th ballot, the Cardinals picked Angelo 

Roncalli. He was a diplomat with a reputation as a peacemaker. At age 77, some thought his few 

years as pope would be marked by little change. Pope John XXIII surprised everyone when he 

obediently listened to the Spirit and invited the bishops of the world to come together to renew 

the face of the church with the Second Vatican Council. 

Pope John XXIII had “a simple and profound faith. Prayer structured his day… [The] 

Rosary, benediction, novenas, frequent retreats, confession, prayers to favorite saints, Eucharistic 

adoration, and of course the Mass were absolutely fundamental. His episcopal motto was 

Obedience and Peace.”i He listened to God and tried to do His will in all things. Obedience to the 

will of God, brought peace to his own heart and a peace he wished to share with the rest of the 

world. “Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.” 

 The Spirit unites, the devil divides. More than 100 days ago, the Russian people were told 

a special military operation was underway to demilitarize and denazify Ukraine. Truth is always 

the first casualty of war. Ukrainians have united against this unjust aggression. Nations from 

around the world have united to help Ukraine. Countries like Poland have opened their doors to 

welcome millions of refugees.  

Pope Francis has spoken most poignantly to this human tragedy. “In the face of the 

heartbreaking images we see every day, in the face of the cries of children and women, we can 



only shout: ‘Stop!’ War is not the solution, war is madness, war is a monster, war is a cancer that 

feeds off itself, engulfing everything! More so, war is a sacrilege, that wreaks havoc on what is 

most precious on our earth, human life, the innocence of the little ones, the beauty of creation.”ii 

The war in Ukraine has touched every corner of the globe with collateral damage. “We 

know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now” (Rom 8:22). Pope Francis sees 

hope amidst the dark clouds of war. “There are millions of people who do not aspire to war, who 

do not justify war, but ask for peace. There are millions of young people who are asking us to do 

everything, the possible and the impossible, to stop war, to stop wars. It is thinking first of all of 

them, of young people and children, that we must repeat together: never again war. And together 

we must commit ourselves to building a world that is more peaceful because it is more just, 

where peace triumphs, not the folly of war; justice, not the injustice of war; mutual forgiveness, 

not the hatred that divides and makes us see an enemy in the other, in those who are different 

from us.”iii “Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.” 
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